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M EET  THE  CLASS OF 2012 

THE SCRIPT  

The Appalachian College of Pharmacy welcomed 71 new 

members of its incoming class during orientation in August 19-

21, 2009.   The members of the Class of 2012 participated in 

orientation at the new academic facility at the College's Garden 

Campus at Oakwood, Virginia. In addition to registration and 

orientation activities, members of the Class of 2012 had the 

opportunity meet and interact with ACP faculty, staff and 

students.  The new students met with their faculty mentors at a 

welcome reception held in the newly renovated gymnasium.   In 

addition, all new and returning students met with over 30 local 

vendors and student organizations at the ACP Annual Vendor 

Fair on Friday, August 21. A Welcome Picnic was held at Keen 

Mountain Park on Monday, August 24th, which was generously 

sponsored by Food City. 
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The Appalachian College of Pharmacy kicked 

off the fall term with a heightened sense of unity 

and enthusiasm.  For the first time in the history 

of the College, the first-year and second-year 

students, faculty, and staff were united on a  

single campus.  We welcomed a full class of 71 

first-year students to the Class of 2012 bringing 

our total student body to 199 students. While the 

majority of our students are from the             

Appalachian Region we have attracted students 

from 25 states across the nation.   

The College has achieved significant accom-

plishments and milestones over the past few 

months.  One that I am particularly pleased to 

announce is that the pass rate for the Class of 

2009 on the North American Pharmacy Licens-

ing Examination (NAPLEX) was 94.34% for 

first-time exam takers. This exceeds the Col-

legeôs pass rate from the inaugural class by over 

2% and reflects the dedication, determination, 

and hard work put worth by our faculty, staff, 

and students.   

Mission-related community outreach has 

remained a focus of our faculty, staff, and 

students. They have devoted much time and 

energy toward enhancing the quality of life 

of Citizens from Appalachia through partici-

pation in the recent Remote Area Medical 

events in Wise and Buchanan Counties as 

well as participation College-organized 

events involving medication review and 

education for the elderly. 

Also of significance, the College has at-

tained a full complement of faculty. Two 

new faculty members will be joining the 

Department of Pharmacy Practice this    

academic year, Dr. Richard Nicholas and 

Dr. Paul Gavasa. 

As we move forward, letôs maintain our 

positive momentum and keep raising the bar 

to new heights.   

First year students (L to R) Kayla McFaddin-Dye, 
Shaina McFaddin, David Vance and William 
Waddell attend the Collegeõs annual vendor fair 
during orientation.  
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JASON BURKET  IS AWARDED  RYAN  MCGLOTHLIN  SCHOLARSHIP  
This article has been reprinted with the permission of the Virginia Mountaineer. 

The Appalachian College of Pharmacy announced second-year 

student Jason Burket as the recipient of the Ryan McGlothlin 

Scholarship of $5,000 on Tuesday afternoon. 

The scholarship is largely funded by New People's Bank which 

has committed $25,000 for five years, offering $5,000 each 

year. Burket, a second-year student from New Braunfels, 

Texas, is a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and served during 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. Burket served 10 years in the U.S. 

armed forces. 

"I am extremely honored to receive this award," Burket said. "I 

am indebted to the Appalachian region, the McGlothin family, 

and the school." 

After working in several areas and studying various interests, 

including engineering, Burket finally settled on pharmacy, lead-

ing him to Buchanan County. 

In his pursuits, Burket said he hoped to help others after he 

completes his education. "I want the possibility to help people," 

Burket said. "It sounds corny, but wait until you do it. It is 

amazing." Also, Burket is president of the ACP chapter of 

Kappa Psi and plans to work for the U.S. Federal Bureau of 

Prisons after graduation. 

The scholarship is named in honor of Lt. Ryan McGlothin of 

the USMC who was killed in action in Iraq. Recipients must be 

armed services veterans and have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or 

better. 

Dean Susan Mayhew congratula-

tions Jason Burket, the 2009     

recipient of the Ryan McGlothlin 

Memorial Scholarship 

APPALACHIAN  COLLEGE  OF PHARMACY  CLASS OF 2009 ACHIEVES  RECORD 

PASS RATE  

The Appalachian College of Pharmacy (the ñCollegeò) is pleased to announce the success rates for the 

Class of 2009. The College awarded 59 Doctor of Pharmacy degrees at its commencement and hooding 

ceremony in May 2009. The Class of 2009 has achieved a pass rate of 94.34% on the North American 

Pharmacist Examination (NAPLEX). This percentage is an improvement upon last yearôs very solid 

pass rate of 92.06%. All pharmacy graduates are required to pass the NAPLEX in order to obtain a 

pharmacy license and practice pharmacy in the United States of America. Of the fifty nine 2009   

graduates, twenty eight have accepted pharmacy-related employment in the Appalachia region. Overall, 

forty-five of the recent graduates have accepted jobs in community pharmacies, ten have accepted jobs 

in hospital pharmacies and two have been accepted into residency programs. The three year doctor of 

pharmacy program at ACP has a total of 126 alumni and 65% of all alumni are employed in the        

Appalachia Region.   

 

Susan L. Mayhew, Dean of the College, stated that ñThe increased NAPLEX passage rate and place-

ment of more than 60% of all graduates in the Appalachia region establishes that the Collegeós mission 

of training qualified pharmacists to improve health care and serve the needs of communities in         

Appalachia is being fulfilled. Every pharmacist we place in Appalachia or any rural or underserved area 

is a testament to the Collegeôs commitment to be an agent of service, education and change for this  

region and others like it.ò 
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ACP FACULTY , STAFF  AND STUDENTS ARE OUT IN  THE  COMMUNITY : 

BROWN BAG AND REMOTE  AREA MEDICAL  

The 7th annual Remote Area Medical (RAM) health fair recently 

took place on October 3-4 at Riverview Elementary/Middle School 

in Grundy, Virginia. RAM is a non-profit, volunteer group working 

to provide free care in the areas of general health, dental and vision 

among other services to remote regions of the United States and 

throughout the world. This event allows the students, faculty and 

staff at ACP to live out the mission and vision of the school through 

improving the general health and well-being of the residents within 

Central Appalachia by addressing some of the health related needs 

of our community. 

Over 100 students, faculty and staff members from ACP volunteered 

their time to work at the RAM health fair in Grundy. Volunteers  

assisted in activities ranging from registering patients to counseling 

patients on medications and directing them to the local pharmacies 

taking vouchers for medications not available on-site. Volunteering 

was not limited to the day and time of the event; help was given for 

set-up and clean-up on Friday and Sunday afternoons and evenings. 

This event has opened the eyes of all those involved to the some of 

the health related needs of the community and what they can do to 

help meet those needs. 

Another way we help meet the needs of the community is by part-

nering with local organizations. Mountain Empire Older Citizens, 

Inc. (MEOC) and Appalachian Agency for Senior Citizens (AASC) 

are two agencies in our community which work with the aging  

population. ACP has partnered with these two organizations to     

facilitate a Brown Bag day. At a Brown Bag day, people bring all 

their medications to be reviewed, in this case, by pharmacy students 

monitored by a pharmacist. The name came about because often  

patients have so many medications they have to put them in a brown 

paper bag to carry them to the event. Sixty students and eight faculty 

members participated at seven sites and not only discussed        

medications with individuals but also presented information about 

vaccinations, educating about the season flu, H1N1, pneumonia and 

herpes zoster (shingles) vaccines. This event allows students to talk 

with people on numerous medications and who are aging. Like 

RAM, Brown Bag Day allows the students and faculty to live out the 

mission and vision of ACP and gives students ideas of ways they 

can impact the community. Both of these events have made lasting 

impressions on all those involved. 

ACP students (front, L to R) Summer 
Lanning and Michelle Tada along with 
ACP faculty members (back L to R) 
Holly Hurley and Su Young Lee volun-
teer at RAM. 

ACP first  and second year students 
volunteer at the RAM registration ta-
ble. 

(Front L to R) Evan Tatum and Teri 

Estep; (Back L to R)  Dr. Todd Carter, 

William Waddell, Greg Hall, and 

Brian Tiller participate in Brown Bag. 


